UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: July 21, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on July 14, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response (Abandoned Trailer with Druns), Van Buren Township
M chi gan

On July 10, 2000, United State Environnmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) On- Scene Coordi nat or Bob Buckl ey, Superfund
Techni cal Assistance and Response Team and Emergency and
Rapi d Response Services (ERRS) response manager nobilized to

t he abandoned trailer in Van Buren Township, M chigan.

Earlier in the Spring the local fire departnent had contacted
U.S. EPA Crimnal Investigations Division for assistance. A

| ocal waste treatnent and disposal facility, with approval
from M chi gan Departnent of Environnmental Quality, had offered
the Township the tenporary use of their facility for secure
storage while the trailer contents were evaluated. On July
12, 2000, the trailer was noved to the tenporary storage area
and an ERRS crew began to unload the trailer's contents so the
drums could be accessed. Civil and crimnal investigators,

t he Federal Bureau |Investigation, and enforcenment specialists
exam ned records, shipping | abels, and other itens in an
attenmpt to identify responsible parties. Many of the itens
were auto parts. Also, included were clothing itens and three
pal l ets of cases of Bibles and other religious books. Al so,
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found in the very front of the trailer were 42 drunms of which
11 were determ ned to be hazardous by hazcatting. Ten were
enpty, 12 were seal ed and | abel ed non-haz (non-hazardous) and
confirmed non-haz by hazcatting. Sanples were sent for
confirmatory analysis. Transport and disposal wll be
initiated when the sanple results are known. Potenti al
responsi bl e party | eads are being pursued.

Contact: Bob Buckley (734-692-7662)

Response, Lowell O1 Well Spill, Lowell, Ohio

On July 10, 2000, at the request of the Ohio Environnental
Protection Agency (Chio EPA), U S. EPA responded to a | eaking
oil tank froma well field in Lowell, Washington County, Ohio.
When the U S. EPA On- Scene Coordinator (OSC) arrived, the Ohio
EPA had | ain some contai nnent boom hay bails, and sorbent
pads to contain the oil that had | eaked i nto an unnaned
tributary to Bear Creek (which is a tributary to the Miski ngum
and Ohio Rivers). Approximtely 300 to 500 gallons of crude
oil had | eaked froman oil well field storage tank by way of a
bottom val ve. The tank had rel eased all of its contents. The
cause of the opened val ve was unknown. Upon inspection of the
tank, it was noted that the inlet piping was no | onger
connected to the oil well for which it serviced. The oil well
itself was in fair condition and not |eaking. The tank and

t he production well have both been orphaned for over 25 years.
The OSC nmobilized a cleanup contractor to renmpove the oil from
the smal|l creek and plug the tank valve. The cleanup

consi sted of collecting standing oil with sorbent pads and
opening up the stream channel to all ow residual oil bound up
in foliage to flowto a collection area. The majority of the
oil was collected and drumed by July 11, 2000. Sorbent boom
and pads were placed strategically to collect residual sheen
that would continue to nove downstream The pad will be

i nspected and changed periodically over the next 2 weeks.

Contact: Mark Durno (440-250-1743)

Energency Response, National Steel-G eat Lakes, Zug |sl and,
M chi gan

On July 11, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator Partap Lall responded
to the rel ease of coke oven gas (containing benzene and
toluene) at the Zug Island, M chigan, manufacturing facility



of the National Steel Conpany. Because of the breakage of

| eveling bar cable at oven nunber 60, coal unevenly filled the
oven, plugging the gas passage. Cause of the accident is
under investigation. The release was stopped and the cable
was fixed. Before the end of the day, normal activities
resumed. There was no site inpact
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fromthe incident. The shift manager stated that after the
conpany personnel have conpleted the calcul ations, they wll
report the quantity released to the atnosphere.

Contact: Partap Lall (734-692-7685)

Construction Conpl eti on, Vandal e Junkyard Superfund Site,
Washi ngt on County, Ohio

On July 7, 2000, the Region 5 Superfund Division issued the
Prelim nary Close-Qut Report (PCOR) for the Vandal e Junkyard
Superfund site in Washington County, OChio. |Issuance of this
report signifies remedial action construction conpletion for
the site.

The remedy in the 1994 Record of Decision calls for collection
and consolidation of hazardous wastes, off-site disposal of
drummed materials and ot her hazardous wastes not suitable for
onsite contai nnent, consolidation of hazardous soils and

wast es under a waste cap, institutional controls,
groundwat er/ surface water/sedi ments nonitoring, and other
operation and mai nt enance requirenments such as inspections and
repairs. An additional action, the Potential Responsible
Parties' (PRPs') enhanced renedy, was approved by Region 5 in
1999 and was required because of an unstable slope affecting
the capped area. The main feature of the enhanced renedy was
t he design and construction of an earthen buttress at the toe
of the cap.

The prefinal inspection follow up on June 9, 2000, verified
t hat construction was essentially conplete. The remaining
item perinmeter fencing, has since been conpleted.

Contact: Ron Murawski (312-886-2940)

Reed- Keppl er Park Re- Opened, Kerr-MGee (Reed-Keppl er Park)
Superfund Site, West Chicago, Illlinois

On July 15, 2000, Regional Adm nistrator Francis X. Lyons,
along with U S. Representative Dennis Hastert, the Mayor of
West Chicago, and other local and State officials,
participated in a nedia event announcing the official re-
openi ng of Reed- Keppl er Park, which is the Kerr-MGee (Reed-
Keppl er Park) Superfund site in West Chicago, Illinois. The
event was planned to coincide with the West Chicago Railroad
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Days festivities being held in the park. O her U S. EPA
representatives attending the event were Renedi al Project
Manager David Seely, Frank Rollins, and Ken Westl ake. The
event was well attended by the |ocal nedia and included
reporters from WGN, Fox News, Channel 2 News, and the Sun
Times. During the cerenonies, U S. Representative Hastert and
t he Mayor of West Chicago jointly presented plaques to many

| ocal citizens that have been active in a local citizens'
group called the Thorium Action G oup or TAG and |eading the
community fight to renove radi oactive contam nation fromthe
ar ea.

Kerr-McGee Chem cal LLC has been inplenenting a tine-critica
renoval action pursuant to an Unilateral Adm nistrative Order.
Excavation of contam nated nmaterials began in the Spring of
1997 and was conpleted in late Fall of 1999. The $33 nmllion
dol Il ar cl eanup renoved over 114,000 cubic yards of

contam nated nmaterial to a permtted disposal site in Utah
This year, the excavation was backfilled to design grades,
seeded, and | andscaped to restore the site for surficial
recreational use. The renoval report is expected to be
submtted by early Septenber 2000.

Contact: David Seely (312-886-7058)

Expl anation of Significant Differences (Polychlorinated
Bi phenyl Areas Operable Unit), Sanganp Electric Dunp/Crab
Orchard National WIidlife Refuge (USDO ) Superfund Site,
Marion, Illinois

On June 23, 2000, the U. S. EPA issued an Expl anation of
Significant Differences (ESD) to the Record of Decision (ROD)
for the Polychl orinated Bi phenyl (PCB) Areas Operable Unit
(PCB OU) at the Sanganmo El ectric Dunp/Crab Orchard Nati onal
WIldlife Refuge (USDO ) Superfund site in Marion, IIlinois.
This ESD was issued to conduct additional source renoval
activities for groundwater contam nation. The ROD for the PCB
QU signed by U.S. EPA on August 1, 1990, required the
excavation of |ead, cadm um and PCB-contam nated soil and
sedi ments at four sites; incineration of PCB-contam nated
material; stabilization/fixation of |ead/cadm um contam nated
soil/sedinments, if necessary, to render them non-hazardous;
and di sposal of non-hazardous material in an onsite |landfill.

The ESD sel ected nulti-phase extraction of chlorinated sol vent
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contam nated groundwater, with |imted phytorenedi ati on and
nmoni tored natural attenuation. The estinmated capital cost is
from$1l.5 mllion to $3.2 mllion. The ESD al so docunented an
increase in volunme of materials treated (original estimate:
32,400 cubic yards; actual volune: 65,412 cubic yards at a

cost of $43,000,000). The increase in volume was due mainly
to the additional excavation needed to renove and treat PCB-
contam nated material with |levels of PCBs between 25 mlligram

per kil ogram (mg/kg) and 50 ng/kg.

Contact: Nan Gowda (312-353-9236)

Public Meeting (Drum Renpval), North Sanitary Landfill
Superfund Site (Al so known as the Valleycrest Landfill Site)
and Hol | ander I ndustries Site, Dayton., Ohio

On June 20, 2000, a public nmeeting was held to update the
community on drumrenoval action currently under way at the
North Sanitary Landfill Superfund site (also known as the

Val | eycrest Landfill site) and Hol |l ander Industries site in
Dayton, Chio. The nmeeting was attended by 45-50 residents,
along with representatives fromthe Chi o Environnment al
Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), OChio Departnment of Health, City
of Dayton, and the potential responsible party group. Many of
t he concerns and questions cane fromresidents |iving on

Val | eycrest Drive. Their questions mainly touched on health
i ssues, odors, and dust fromthe site.

Contacts: Leo Rosales (312-353-6198)
St eve Renni nger (513-569-7539)

Community Site Tour, Cannelton Industries, Inc. Superfund
Site, Sault Ste. Marie, M chigan

On June 27, 2000, the O fice of Public Affairs hosted a
conmmunity site tour briefing at Cannelton Industries to mark

t he cleanup of the Cannelton Industries, Inc. Superfund site,
Sault Ste. Marie, Mchigan. Representatives from U S. EPA,
State and | ocal governnents, and Phel ps Dodge who paid for the
$5 mllion cleanup, participated. The Cannelton Industries
site, totaling about 75 acres, is near the Canadi an border on
the shore of the St. Mary's River. The Northwestern Leather
Conpany operated a tannery on the property from 1900 to 1958.
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Wastes fromthe tannery's operations were identified in five
separate areas, requiring extensive cleanup.

Contacts: Don de Blasio (312-886-4360)
M ck Hans (312-353-5050)
Rosita Cl arke- Moreno (312-886-7251)

Construction Conpletion Briefing and Availability Sessi on,
Vandal e Junkyard Superfund Site, Marietta, Chio

On July 17, 2000, Region 5, the Ohio Environnmental Protection
Agency (Ohio EPA), and the potential responsible parties’
(PRPs') renedial design/renmedial action project coordinator
briefed City of Marietta local officials on the recent
construction conpletion achieved at the Vandal e Junkyard
Superfund site in Marietta, Ohio. The briefing occurred at
the Marietta City Hall. The purpose of the briefing was to
descri be construction conpletion and upcom ng operati on and
mai nt enance (O&M activities, and respond to questions. The
| ocal officials, including the Mayor of Marietta, were
satisfied of the site progress made to date and of the O&M

pl ans. Later, a public availability session was held at the
Mari etta Lookout Park Comrunity Center. The purpose of the
session was to brief, and respond to questions from the
public and press. The |evel of public interest was quite | ow
based on the low turnout. Region 5 did respond to nany
guestions from |l ocal newspaper reporters and was intervi ewed
on-canmera by WIAP, a Parkersburg, West Virginia, television
station.

Contact: Ron Murawski (312-886-2940)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Groundbreaki ng Cerenmony (Brownfi el ds Redevel opnent)., Cedar
Vill age, Dearborn, M chigan

On July 6, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator Bob Buckley attended the
groundbr eaki ng cerenony for Cedar Village; Dearborn M chigan's
newest nei ghborhood at the site of the former Sharon Steel
facility, a Brownfiel ds Redevel opnent project funded by a
Region 5 grant to the Downriver Community Conference (DCC)

Emer gency Response Section 1 has periodically attended the DCC
Brownfi el ds neetings and provi ded assi stance.
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Contact: Bob Buckley (734-692-7662)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Power Poi nt Presentation (Mercury Pollution Prevention),
Detroit, M chigan

On July 6, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator Bob Buckley, wth
Superfund Techni cal Assistance and Response Team assi st ance,
made a school mercury pollution prevention Power Poi nt
presentation to the Mercury Reduction in Schools Task Force at
Children's Hospital of M chigan. The audience included State
and | ocal health and environmental officials, poison control
center and ot her hospital workers, educators, and other school
officials. The focus of the task force initially was Detroit
public schools. Discussions at the meeting included bringing
t he Power Point nessage to the entire southeast M chigan area
or statew de, perhaps at
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nmeet i ngs/ conf erences of high school science teachers. Copies
of the presentation CD were requested.

Contact: Bob Buckley (734-692-7662)

| ndoor Air Quality Presentation, Grosse Ile Township School s,
G osse Ile, M chigan

On July 12, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator Bob Buckley nmet with
t he Busi ness Manager, the Building and G ounds Supervisor, and
ot her school admnistrators for the Grosse |Ile Townshi p School
District to present the U S. EPA program "Indoor Air Quality
Tools for Schools." Also presented, briefly, was a discussion
of mercury reduction. The high school principal indicated
recent nedia attention had resulted in a review and tightening
up of Grosse Ile H gh School science departnment procedures.

Contact: Bob Buckley (734-692-7662)

Eastern W sconsin Sub-Area Pl anning Meeting., Green Bay,
W sconsin

On July 12, 2000, the Eastern Wsconsin Area Commttee meeting
was held in Green Bay, Wsconsin. This commttee is the area
pl anning vehicle for the Wsconsin coastline of Lake M chi gan.
On- Scene Coordi nator Karen Vendl attended as U S. EPA's
representative on this committee. The nmain itemon the agenda
was the Industry Lead Preparedness Response Exercise Program
which is schedul ed for 2002. Design team nenbers were deci ded
at the neeting, and prelimnary contacts will be made by the
U.S. Coast Guard with some industries in the northern part of
the planning area (i.e., the Green Bay area).

As one of the local responders, the Chief of the G een Bay
Fire Departnent was in attendance. After the neeting, he took
meeting participants on a tour of the Green Bay police and
fire command post in Lanbeau Field. This conmmnd post is
activated during all Packer hone ganes. |In addition to

vi ewi ng the conmand post, neeting participants toured the
press box, sky boxes, and got to wal k around on the "frozen
tundra" itself.

Contact: Karen Vendl (312-886-7194)
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CcC.
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St eve Herman ( OECA)

Barry Breen (OECA)

Tim Fi el ds ( OSVEER)

Steve Luftig (OSVER)

Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)

Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/Office Directors

ORA State Coordinators

Regi onal Team Managers



